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Comparative study on the theme of traditional Chinese medicine policies among different provinces of
China

YANG Shuang', LI Ruifeng”*, AN Xinying', XIAO Zhihong’, WANG Hongyun®, WANG Yan', GOU Huan',
GAO Peng', HUANG Youliang® (1. Institute of Medical Information, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences,
Beijing 100020, China; 2. School of Management, Beijing University of Chinese Medicine, Beijing 102401,
China; 3. National Institute of Chinese Medicine Development and Strategy, Beijing University of Chinese
Medicine, Beijing 102401, China; 4. Qi-Huang Chinese Medicine School, Beijing University of Chinese
Medicine, Beijing 102401, China)

ABSTRACT OBJECTIVE To clarify the core content of traditional Chinese medicine (TCM) policy in the provinces of China,
so as to provide reference for optimizing the structure of the policy system of traditional Chinese medicine in China and assisting
the inheritance and innovation of TCM industry in various regions. METHODS The websites of directly affiliated organs in 31
provinces, excluding Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, were retrieved to collect the TCM policies released from 2000 to 2021. The
importance of keywords in the TCM policies of each province was measured based on term frequency-inverse documentation
frequency (TF-IDF) keyword extraction method, and the similarities and differences were analyzed among TCM policies.
RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS A total of 99 documents related to TCM policies of various provinces were obtained in this study,
most of which were released after 2016. The theme of national TCM policy covered four aspects: building TCM talent team,
perfecting TCM service system, strengthening TCM resource management and promoting TCM industry innovation. The TF-IDF

” o«

values of “medical institutions” “traditional Chinese medicine” “medical treatment” were higher than other keywords in each

province, indicating that the provinces paid more attention to the construction of TCM service system and the management of TCM

resources than other aspects. Anhui and Jiangsu, Beijing and
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Henan, Hubei and Jilin, Hubei and Tianjin, and Hubei and
Yunnan had the more degree of similarity in TCM policies,

which all contained 16 of the same keywords. Therefore, the
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development. Among all the keywords whose importance ratio was greater than 0.2, “Tibetan medicine” was unique to Qinghai and

Tibet, “disease type” was unique to Guangdong, and the TF-IDF value of “supervision and management” in Beijing was higher,

indicating that the emphasis of TCM policy formulation in different provinces was various. Meanwhile, the top 10 keywords of TF-

IDF value in all provinces did not have words related to financial input, and the TF-IDF values of “informatization” in most

provinces did not rank at the top. It is suggested to increase financial input or encourage social financing, and add “Internet+new

business” in the field of TCM.

KEYWORDS traditional Chinese medicine policy; policy text analysis; term frequency-inverse documentation frequency; regional

comparison; quantitative research
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